
  

 

 

 

 

15th June 2020 

PLANS TO REOPEN SCHOOL FROM 29TH JUNE 2020 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

I’d like to thank our Milton Primary School community for your continued support during these 
unprecedented times. Thank you also for your patience in awaiting our plans for the reopening of 
school to all pupils. 

I’m writing to you to outline the process and plans that have been organised to ensure a successful 
phased return to school. Please let me reassure you that the health and wellbeing of your children 
and our staff at Milton Primary School has been considered in all decisions made.  

I will send out another survey for parents tomorrow as I hope that you will be in a better position to 
make your decisions around whether your child will return to school based on the information I will 
be sharing with you today. 

You will have heard that the Welsh Government have announced the plans for schools across Wales: 

• Statutory schooling will re- start - schools will open on 29th June 2020; 
• Schools will be open to all year groups, for limited periods; 
• Only a maximum of a third of pupils will be in school at one time; 
• Schools will need time to reach this level; 
• All children will have the opportunity to ‘check in, catch up & prepare for the summer and 

September’; 
• Schools and local councils will make their own decisions on how this is managed; 
• The autumn term half term break will also be extended by a week with term ending on Friday 24th 

July. 
 

The remaining part of this term is an opportunity for children to re-connect with their teachers, 
meet their teachers for next year and also for staff to understand how to best support children with 
their remote learning as this blended model of learning is sure to be remain well into the Autumn 
term 

Plan to return 

At the present time, there is no statutory requirement for you to send your child to school. However, 
if you choose to send them, they will return to school in a small group of pupils and will attend school 
at a specific time, on a specific day once a week. It will not be possible to change the time, groups or 
days. Groups will be carefully organised to minimise social contact and to maximise access to their  

 



  

 

 

 

teacher.  Parents will be text to inform them which group their child is in over the next week.   Siblings 
will attend on the same day. 

For the first three weeks Monday 29th June – Friday 17th July, year groups from Reception to Year 6 
will be divided into four groups (A,B,C,D) and allocated a set day to attend school: 

• Monday – Group A 
• Tuesday – Group B 
• Wednesday – School Closed to Pupils for a focussed clean 
• Thursday – Group C 
• Friday – Group D 

These groups of children will be allocated a teacher and remain with that adult during these 
sessions.  

At the moment, there is ongoing discussion about a further week of the Summer term, week 
commencing 20th July 2020.  If schools remain open for this additional week then it will only be open 
for our current Nursery and Year 6.  

We plan to welcome children back to school based using the following measures to minimise risks: 

Timetable 

• Each class will be split into 4 groups (of no more than 8 pupils) and 1 group per day will be 
invited into school. 

• Siblings will be invited in on the same days to help families with childcare arrangements. 
• School will be closed for one day a week to allow time for a weekly focussed clean. 

Social Distancing 

• Classrooms will be set up to allow for 2 metre social distancing. 
• Children will be a class of no more than 8 children. 
• Each child will have a table and chair of their own. 
• Each group will have a teacher in the classroom. 
• The children will stay with the same group, the same adult and the same classroom each time they 

come to school. 
• Zones set up to ensure children remain in the area close to their own classrooms. 
• Markers on playground for drop off and collection times. 
• Staggered start and end times. 
• Use of outdoor learning maximised (weather permitting) and good ventilation. 

 
 
 
 



  

 
 

 
 
 
 

• Children will go to the bathroom 1 at a time. 
 

Cleaning and Hygiene 

• Regular hand washing breaks and sanitiser use. 
• Reduced contact with large numbers of pupils. 
• No bringing in of equipment, pencil cases, etc. 
• Use of outdoor learning and good ventilation. 
• Increased cleaning of equipment and focussed cleaning. 
• Table tops and toilets will be cleaned regularly. 
• Children will be able to use school computers to access the distance learning resources.  These will 

be cleaned regularly. 
• The children will need to bring in their own water bottles, fruit and a packed lunch. These will be kept 

in a tray on their desks. 
• There will be no fruit trolley or food prepared/ sold on site. 
• All pupils to bring packed lunches (FSM vouchers will continue to be issued once schools 

reopen). 
• School closed one day per week to allow for a weekly focussed clean. 
• Please note that Welsh Government guidance states that ‘there is no need to use personal 

protective equipment (PPE) when undertaking routine educational activities in 
classroom/school settings.’ 
 

Drop off and Collection 

In order to minimise risk to all who are accessing the school site, we will arrange for parents to drop 
off and pick up children from key areas and we will give an increased amount of time for drop off 
and collection. We would ask that parents / guardians stick to these allocated points each time 
they pick up and drop off and observe social distancing at all times.  

All classes will enter and exit school through their usual doors (i.e. Reception and Year 1 through 
their classroom doors etc). 

As prior to school closing, parents will not be able to access the school building or approach entry or 
exit points to the building at any time. Any parent who wishes to speak to school staff with an urgent 
matter will need to ring the school office and we will arrange for that parent to be called back 
(urgent matters only). 

Uniform 

I would remind you all to promote normal personal hygiene and wash clothes following a day in 
school. Uniform is preferred, however we will take a relaxed approach to uniform as parents are  

 



  

 

 

 

advised to provide clean clothes for learners every day and refrain from putting their child in clothes 
that cannot be machine washed. Items bought from home should be minimised and not shared. 

Medical Room 

A Medical Room has been established for any child or member of staff to be isolated should anybody 
show symptoms related to COVID 19. We will contact a relative to make arrangements to collect the 
isolated person and refer to medical practitioners for advice. Please ensure we have your up-to-date 
contact details. 

Please do not send your child to school if your child or anyone in the household has symptoms. 

Keyworker Childcare 

If your child requires emergency childcare in our HUB you will need to re-apply from 22nd June, 
applications are available on the Newport City Council website.  If your child attends the Childcare 
Hub, they will join their class on their group day, but they will need to leave the school site 
immediately and not re-join the hub on that day. Childcare Hub pupils will require drinks, snacks and 
a packed lunch.  

I hope that this information helps to illustrate the measures that we are putting into place to help to 
keep everyone as safe as possible. We really are looking forward to the prospect of seeing everyone 
again very soon. 

I will write out again with more information as I have it, but in the meantime if you have any queries 
then please feel free to drop me an email: Milton.primary@newport.gov.uk You will also be able to 
add further comments/ questions to the survey which will be sent out tomorrow. 

 

Kind regards, 

Mrs Burke 
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